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CRIME STATISTICS, GOLDFIELDS-ESPERANCE REGION 

1. Mr J.J.M. BOWLER to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
I note that the minister tabled the September crime statistics for Western Australia today.  Will the minister 
inform the House of these most recent crime statistics for the goldfields-Esperance region? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Eyre for the question and I am happy to respond.   

The latest crime statistics are very good news for the community and for our Government but probably very sad 
news for the member for Kalgoorlie, because we know about his vocal criticism of our police officers and how 
he hates to hear about their successes.  Today I tabled the September quarter statistics for 2003, which make a 
more than favourable comparison with the statistics for the September quarter for 2002.  The member for Eyre 
will not be surprised to learn that the results in his area are absolutely outstanding.  Our Government’s 
commitment to making the community safer and more secure is certainly paying dividends for the people of the 
goldfields-Esperance region.  I can report the following successes for the goldfields-Esperance district when 
comparing the September 2003 quarter with the September 2002 quarter.  Theft is down by 35 per cent, property 
damage is down by more than 28 per cent, burglary is down by more than 20 per cent, motor vehicle theft is 
down by more than 19 per cent and assault is down by two per cent.   

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Members opposite are still critical.  These are magnificent results from our Police 
Service, but there is more.  When one compares the clearance rates for the September quarter for 2002 with the 
September quarter for 2003, they also show some outstanding results.  Overall crime in the goldfields-Esperance 
region is down by 22.5 per cent, which is a magnificent result.  Although the member for Kalgoorlie and other 
members opposite do not want to hear that great news, I am sure that his constituents, and certainly the 
constituents of the member for Eyre, will welcome those statistics.  The clearance rates for motor vehicle theft is 
up by 27 per cent, the clearance rate for property damage is up by 13.5 per cent, the clearance rate for burglary is 
up by more than 10 per cent and the clearance rate for theft is up by more than eight per cent.  Overall, clearance 
rates in the Kalgoorlie-Esperance region have improved by 11.3 per cent for that September quarter when 
compared with the previous September quarter.   

I commend the officers involved for these good results.  It is a very clear indication that the additional resources 
that this Government has provided to the Police Service are paying significant dividends. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for Nedlands and Perth. 
 


